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Several hundred political figures and others from western democracies plan to come to Chile to
observe the Oct. 5 presidential plebiscite. Opposition groups seeking to prevent Gen. Augusto
Pinochet from winning a new eight-year term, believe that the presence of the visitors will help
prevent violence at polling places. According to Genaro Arriagada, executive director of the
Command for the No, "The important thing is that they come in large numbers and that they be
qualified observers. We are not asking for foreigners who are militant supporters of the No. We are
asking for true observers, people willing to work according to internationally recognized practice
for observers." The Command is a coalition of 16 opposition parties campaigning against Pinochet.
The opposition is arranging several systems for vote counting that it believes will rule out fraud.
Arriagada said he believed the foreign observers would have a "moderating effect" on the behavior
of the security forces. By law, soldiers and police guard the polls, but are supposed to remain at
least 65 feet from the voting booths. Command for the No leaders have reportedly attempted to
inform interested parties that foreign observers with center and center-right political views will be
the most useful, i.e., they would create less controversy by their presence. Adolfo Suarez, a former
Spanish Prime Minister, is to head a group of several dozen former high-level government officials
and chiefs of state from Europe and Latin America. Others who have announced their intentions
to observe the plebiscite include former Ecuadoran President Osvaldo Hurtado, a large number of
current and former legislators, including Thomas Eagleton, a former US Democratic Senator from
Missouri; legislative aides, labor leaders and human rights activists. A bipartisan group from the US
will be led by Democrat Bruce Babbit, former Arizona governor, and a Republican who has yet to
be named. Pinochet has repeatedly spoken against the foreign delegations, asserting that Chile will
not tolerate having elections judged or "certified" by foreigners. Meanwhile, the Foreign Ministry
has stated that the nation will be open to just about anybody who wants to come. Next, according
to the New York Times, officials of the Interior Ministry, which will compile the unofficial results
on election day, have held unpublicized meetings with advance foreign delegations observing
preparations for the vote. Juan Ignacio Gracia, director of the quasi- independent Electoral Service,
charged with controlling the election and conducting the official count, has reportedly met with
many foreign advance groups. The National Democratic Institute for International Affairs is
organizing the US delegation as well as the one led by Suarez. Institute executive vice president
Ken Wollack said the group was guided by impartial standards, and thus would not go to Chile
to interfere or take a position. The Institute, affiliated with the Democrat Party and the National
Endowment for Democracy, is headed by former Vice President Walter Mondale. Arriagada
estimated that there would be at least 400 foreign observers, and he said plans were being made to
scatter them among more than 22,000 polling places. Wollack said the US delegation would number
50 to 60 and that the members would be dispatched to 11 towns and cities. (Basic data from New
York Times, 09/18/88)
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